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Winter 2025

Bell Chapel News

Sharing Jesus with One Another and the World

JOIN US ON SUNDAYS: Highway to the Manger Zone!

Service @ 10:00 AM It is that time of the year again.
It is time for Advent, time to
prepare our hearts to once
again receive the greatest gift
that has ever been given in the
history of the world. A couple of
days ago, out of the blue, | was
sent this meme from a dear
friend of ours from my time in
Gnadenhutten. Yes, it is silly.
Yes, the tune to the Kenny
Loggins song “Danger Zone"
might be playing in your head
for the rest of the day. It brought a couple things to my mind.
First, what is often the largest and most effective route to get to
your final destination? You guessed it...a highway! The quickest
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C;b way to ride the path of our lives towards a life with God is
BE\ \ through Jesus Christ. If we want to know what God is like, then

ride the highway of Jesus through the Gospels of Matthew,
WHAT'S INSIDE:- Marl.<, Luke, and John: Just as the Three Kir\gs in the meme are

looking towards the light of the star to guide them on the
Pastor's Note highway towards the (literal) manger, we have the Holy Spirit,

the presence of God that dwells within us, to point us towards
Calendar Jesus. Second, the “manger zone” is safe, if we truly seek to be
Fi like the baby born in a manger all those years ago. Just like the
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original title to the song, life following Jesus can look like

walking into a danger zone of forgiveness, of letting go of
Birthdays/Anniversaries grudges, of considering people who we have labeled as the
Coming Events “other” as precious children of God, and, above all else, being

defined by our love. So, following Jesus is pretty much like
driving down a highway right into uncomfortable and
unpredictable situations and relationships. Are you ready to take
the highway to the manger zone this Christmas Season?

Pastor Seth

Fundraiser information

Christmas Poinsettia
Order Form
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

November 15 Sausage Making @ 8:30 am

November 22 United Methodist Men’s Breakfast @ 9:00 am at Murray’s
November 23 Hanging of the Greens following worship

December 4 United Methodist Men @ 6:00 pm

December 6 Breakfast with Santa @ 9;00 am

December 13 Women’s Fellowship Christmas Gathering

December 21 Choir Cantata during worship

December 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service @ 7;00 pm

December 28 “Come As You Are” Sunday

Youth Group meets Sundays @ 6:00 - 7:30 pm at the Four Seasons building
Bible Study meets Wednesdays @ 6:00 pm
Choir meets Mondays @ 6;00 pm with Cantata practice @ 6;30 pm

FINANCE UPDATE

WEEK OF GENERAL FUND MISSION CANS

8/3/25 $3,062.17

8/10/25 $2,020.17 Scholarship

8/17/25 $3,213.17 Fund

8/24/25 $1,765.17 $1,221.36

8/31/25 $3,152.17

9/7/25 $1,895.17 Pediatric

SN4/25 | $350817 |  Cancer GET THE TITHE.LY APP
9/21/25 $2,061.67 Research

9/28/25 $3127.17 $707.56 Minimum amount needed in
10/5/25 $2.556.17 General Fund weekly giving in
10/12/25 $3.135.17 Building order to cover the 2025 budget:
10/19/25 $1,94817 Fund $3.758.
10/26/25 $3,146.17 $1,214.36

Kroger Community Rewards

Our Good Samaritan Food pantry currently serves over 45 families. One way
to support this ministry is through the Kroger Community Rewards
Program. Thank you to the 41 households who currently support the Food
Pantry through their shopping at Kroger. If you shop at Kroger, a percentage
of your purchases can be directed to Bell Chapel UMC, too. Directions can
be found at https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards.



https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards

Nov 1 Jerry Gibson

Nov 3 Gideon Filburn
Nov 4 Lisa Burch

Nov 6 Kylar Brockway
Nov 9 Wendy Lesnansky
Nov 15 Donna Gilson
Nov 16 Carol Evans

Nov 16 Kara Smith

Nov 17 Paula Dennis
Nov 19 Amy Kavanagh
Nov 19 Vicki Lesnansky
Nov 22 Carolyn Ross
Nov 26 Colleen Wukelic
Nov 28 Linda McCullough

Dec1 Erma Gribbin

Dec 9 Mitch Wukelic
Dec 11 Carol Smith

Dec 14 Nancy Argentine
Dec 14 Sara Peeler

Dec 19 Morgan Lesnansky
Dec 26 Lisa Anderson
Dec 26 JoAnn Watts
Dec 27 Stan Kavanagh
Dec 28 Ryan Finney
Dec 29 Kevin Burch
Dec 29 Charles Hayes
Jan 1 Alice Birrell

Jan 4 John Bosela

ANNIVERSARIES

Nov 6 Suzanne & David Ho
Nov 20 Linda & Barry Starr
Nov 20 Kim & Mike Wadas

Nov 22 Lara & Ryan Finney
Dec 4 Carol & Bob Smith

pe

Dec 11 Suzanne & David Rothacker
Dec 31 Darlene & Scott Pasco
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MEET SANTA | EAT BREAKFAST | DECORATE COOKIES
MAKE REINDEER FOOD | MAKE A CRAFT

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 9:00

-11:00 AM

Jan 7 Bob Smith

Jan 10 Heather Hitt

Jan 11 Amber Evans

Jan 13 Warren Hickle

Jan 14 Gale Parsons

Jan 15 Dominic DeFrances
Jan 15 Bill VanNuys

Jan 16 Alex Rawson

Jan 17 Bob Bratt

Jan 17 Bernadine Hayes
Jan 18 Suzanne Hope

Jan 19 Anthony DeFrances
Jan 21 Betty Hilderbrand
Jan 21 Darlene Pasco

Jan 22 Butch Gorby

Jan 26 Isaiah Filburn

Jan 26 Karen Taylor

Jan 28 Tim Rawson

Jan 31 Ron Auch

Jan 31 Gena Brown

H-ar_n“ing of

the Greens

~ November 23_, following worship
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Good Samaritans Food Pantry N '

Thank you for your donations to the turkey fund! We will be
collecting for one more Sunday, November 16.

This year we will again be supplying Christmas gifts for the
children of our food distribution families. If you want to participate
in this project beginning November 30, you will be given the name
of a child, their age, and a plastic shoe box. Please fill the shoe box
with age-appropriate gifts. Lists of holiday food items for families
will also be available. Wrapped boxes and food items need to be
brought in by December 14. Together we can help in giving these
families a brighter holiday.

Advent Sermon Series

Our Advent sermon series, beginning
on November 30, will be based on the
transformation as seen in the Grinch in
How the Grinch Stole Christmas.
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Apparel Fundraiser

Our clothing fundraiser is live! T-shirts,
sweatshirts, and hats are available in a
variety of styles and colors - all with our
logo. Order by December 1. You can order
online at https//ovfundraising.com or

scan the QR code. \ g
o @ Q. L

HTTPS //STORE.OVFUNDRAISING.COM/BELLCHAPELUMC2025

United Methodist Men

The United Methodist Men will be making sausage and pork chops on
Saturday, November 15 and Saturday, January 10 at 8:30 am in the

Fellowship Hall. Lots of help is needed in different areas, including cutting,
mixing, wrapping, and weighing. Order forms are available on the Welcome
Center Desk or the church office. The sausage is $4 per pound and you can
order the Bell Chapel original, extra spices, or Pastor’'s “Bringing the Heat” (hot).
Bone-in pork chops are also available on a first come, first served basis. Orders
will be taken for individual chops and will be priced at $4 per pound.


https://ovfundraising.chipply.com/bellchapelumc2025/store.aspx?eid=444950&action=viewall

CHRISTMAS EVE N

Wednesday, December 24 at 7PM

Christmas Poinsettias

To add to the beauty of our Christmas Worship, we are offering our congregation
the opportunity to purchase a plant in memory of someone, in honor of someone, or
as an expression of love. Poinsettias are available in red, white, pink, and marble. The
plants will be $12.00 each for a 61/2,” 1 stem plant.

The last day to order is November 30.

Plants may be taken home after worship on Christmas Eve.

RED, WHITE, PINK or MARBLE (please circle the color you want)

In Honor of

In Memory of

Total number of flowers ordered
Amount Enclosed: Check = Cash ___  Total

Please make checks payable to Bell Chapel UMC and place the order and money in
the offering plate or mail to the church office.

Name of giver:
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